
 

   YOUR GUIDE TO MAKING A WILL 
 
 
Why is making a Will so important? 

 
Making a Will is the only way in which you can determine who inherits your assets when you 
pass away. If you do not decide then the Government will decide for you! This can result in 
relatives inheriting your estate and they may not be who you would have chosen. A will should 
be considered as an investment to safeguard your family or loved ones’ futures.  
 
More importantly, if you are married or have entered into a civil partnership, have children and 
your estate exceeds a certain figure (currently £322,000) your spouse or civil partner will not 
take the whole of your estate if he or she survives you – your children will inherit part of it. This 
can have the effect of your home being jointly owned by your spouse or civil partner and 
children, which can in time lead to family disputes.   
 
If you are not married, your partner will not automatically inherit your estate. 
 
Taking proper advice when making a Will can make sure that you cover other matters such 
as appointing guardians, considering who might be able to claim against your estate, planning 
tax mitigation and also thinking about steps to protect your assets against nursing home fees, 
or protecting children from a previous relationship but still providing for a new partner.  
 
If you are recently married or going through a divorce, it is important to complete or review 
your Will. Marriage revokes a Will and in the event of divorce, any gift or appointment to your 
ex-spouse is cancelled but the rest of the Will still stands. This can create problems so it is 
much better to make a new Will. 
 
Why should I instruct a solicitor to prepare my Will? 
 
It is important to instruct a solicitor to prepare your Will to ensure that it reflects your wishes 
and is properly executed. A poorly drafted Will could result in additional and unnecessary 
expense and potential disputes between your beneficiaries. In addition to this, solicitors are 
regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) so in the rare case that something were 
to go wrong, we are fully insured. 
 
What do you need to consider when making your Will? 
 
1. Consider who you would like to administer your estate, after you have died. These 

people are known as your executors and trustees.  
 

 You can choose whoever you wish, ie family, friends or professional executors or a 
combination. You are able to appoint up to 4 executors.  If you are likely to have minors 
under 18 as beneficiaries in your Will then you would need to appoint at least 2 trustees 
to invest their funds. Your trustees and your executors are usually the same persons. 
 

2. Consider what you would like to happen in the way of funeral arrangements. This can 
be as simple as just cremation or burial with a separate letter of wishes setting out any 
specific requirements. You should always ensure that you family are aware of any 
wishes that you may have as sometimes a Will is not always looked at in time. 
 



 

3. If you have young children, consider who you would like to be appointed as guardians 
in the event of both parents passing away. 

 
3. Consider who you would like to leave your personal items to, for example, furniture, 

jewellery and cars. Would you be happy to give a person discretion to distribute these 
assets by way of a non-legally binding letter that you might leave them or which can 
be kept with your Will?  Some people prefer to do this if they have lots of jewellery or 
other items and your letter of wishes can always be updated at any time without 
needing to update your Will. 

 
4. Consider if there are any people or charities that you would like to leave a specific gift 

of money to. 
 
5. Consider who you would like to leave everything else in your estate to. This is known 

as your “residuary estate”. Consider what you would like to happen if that person or 
people were to die before you. If you intend to leave assets to a child, consider what 
age you would like them to inherit at, usually 18, 21 or 25. 

 
Do I have to leave everything to my immediate family? 
 
You are not obliged to leave anything to members of your family in your Will. However, if you 
have any children or family members who are financially dependent on you then they could 
contest your Will and claim a share of your estate if successful. This could include a former 
spouse or children from a previous marriage. It is essential to seek legal advice if you wish to 
exclude someone in your Will who may have a claim against your estate. 
 
What happens next? 
 
If you would like to discuss making a Will then please get in contact at the details below. Our 
experienced lawyers can guide you through the process and make it as straightforward and 
stress-free as possible. We will explain your options in plain English, avoiding legal jargon, to 
ensure your Will accurately reflects your wishes. We will also provide two witnesses when you 
sign your Will and will safely store your Will free of charge until such time as it is required. 
 
 
*These are guidance notes only, intended to provide a broad overview of the nature of Wills and to help 
you decide how you would wish your estate to be distributed. 
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